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marks upon the Biſhop of 
Chicheſter's late Sermon, 
which if I could think' to 
be juſt, I ſhould be as much 
diſpleaſed with it as you 
ſeem to be, having always been a Friend 
to the Cauſe of Liberty, to the preſent 
happy Eſtabliſhment, and to the glori- 
ous Revolution on which it is founded. 
But I profeſs to you, upon the moſt 
careful Peruſal of the Sermon, I cannot 
ſee in it any one of the things you fancy 
you do. Your Charges appear to me to 
be all groſs Mi ſrepreſentations, without 
15 1 53 
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Juſt Grounds for any of them, and ſup- 
ported either by no Quotations, or by 
unfair and falſe ones: A Fault which I 
preſume you would not haye allowed 
yourſelf in, if the Deſign of your Let- 
ter had not made it neceſſary. 

You tell us, P. 5. that there is in the 
Sermon not only the High-Church Spirit 
ſtrong, but a compleat Syſtem of Slavery 
laid down, with only now and then a little 
colouring. A very heavy Charge! but 
which I take the Biſhop to be as free 
from as any Man in England; his Senti- 
ments and Conduct, with reſpect to the 
Conſtitution in all Parts of it, having 
been always, and under all Adminiftra- 
tions invariably the ſame ; he was ever a 
zealous Aſſertor both of our Civil and 
Religious Liberties, and of all the Rights 
ſecured to us by the Revolution; ever 
an Enemy to all Notions inconſiſtent 
with them, and to all Meaſures that he 
thought endanger d them. This, I think, 
has appeared on too many Occaſions, toneed 
any Proofs. But he thinks Truth, as well 

as Virtue, lies in the middle between Ex- 
tremes; he diſtinguiſhes between Liberty 
and Licentiouſueſs, and thinks nothing ſo 
8 to Liberty, as the Abuſe of 
he diſtinguiſhes between Toleration, 
(or a legal Indulgence to tender Con- 
ſciences) 


. K Ce NN 
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ſciences) and an Indifference about Reli- 
gion; ſince this laſt, in his Opinion, 
tends to deſtroy all Religion ; whereas 
the other is not only juſt, but neceſſary 


for its Preſervation : He diſtinguiſhes be- 
tween a modeſt decent Liberty, taken 


by virtuous and ſerious Men, in their 
Enquiries after Truth, in Matters of 
Religion, and that wild, extravagant, 
outrageous Freedom, that is daily taken, 
and daily defended, of turning all Things 
ſacred into Contempt and Ridicule ; 


which he apprehends is the greateſt Mil- 


chief that can be done to Men, conſi- 


dered either by themſelves, or as united 


in Society. Laſtly, with reſpect to Go- 
vernmient, he thinks there is a wide Dif- 
ference between Slavery, and ſuch. a Spi- 
rit of Liberty as makes Men impatient un- 
der all Authority; a Spirit that makes 
Men reſtleſs, turbulent and factious, and 
that never can be ſatisfied, till a Regal Go- 
vernment, tho ſo well conſtituted as that 
of this Nation is, is turned into a Repub- 
lick. He thinks the Preſervation of the 


Government depends upon keeping up 


the Balance between tlie ſeveral Parts of 
the Legiſlature; and that all Attempts to 


render the Regal Power contemptible or 


odious to the People, are wicked and per- 


nicious; and that all who promote or 
fayour 


— — 7 


een; — 2 —ę—ô . 
—————— —— — 2 2 


— — — ——ä—ẽ ——— — ——— — — —— 
— — =_ 


— — 


1 


— — 


we —— — — —— 
. — . — :ù  ——————— — — 


„ 


. ns” aAtroorCo—_— 
: 
4 


164 

favour ſuch Deſigns, under a pretended 
Zeal for Liberty, and perhaps for the 
King too, are Enemies to their Country, 
and ought, by all ſerious and ſober Men, 
to be ſo eſteemed. Theſe I know to be 
the Biſhop's Sentiments. 

This is the Man you charge with lay- 

ing down a complete Syſtem of Slavery, 
with only now and then a little colouring. 
Which laſt Words are a fort of Confeſ- 
ſion, that this Charge can't be clearly ſup- 
ported by any Paſſages of the Sermon; what 
you call the colouring muſt firſt be taken 
away, that is, they muſt be miſrepre- 
ſented. But let us ſee how this Charge 
is pretended to be made out. 
The firſt Poſition you are ſtartled at, 
and which you find very often repeat- 
&« ed, is, That it 7s a Breach of our Duty 
« and Allegiance, to attempt or deſire any 
« Change either in Church or State.” This 
you declaim upon for four Pages, and 
tell us of an Attempt made in King 
Charles the Second's Time, to get an Act 
to eſtabliſh this Doctrine by an Oath. 
And, Page 12. you think it © probable, 
the Biſhop had his Eye upon this 
« Bill, in the whole Tenor of his Argu- 
« ment.” But do you really think the 
Biſhop ſtupid enough to talk at this 
rate? Where is this ſaid in the Sermon? 
Is there any one Paſſage quoted for 5 2 
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No, not one. 'The whole Sermon is le- 
velled againſt Men given to change, Men 
fond of change, fickle, factious, unquiet 


Spirits, that never know when they are 
well; ſuch Men as the wi/e/? of Men ad- 
viſes in the Text not to meddle with ; 
but not a Word againſt Attempts to 
improve or mend the Conſtitution, in a 
regular and legal Way, and by the eſta- 
bliſhed Methods of the Legiſlature. 'The 
explaining or altering, or abrogating 
old Laws from time to time, or the 
making new ones, when 'tis thought ne- 
ceſſary by a proper Authority, is a very 
different Thing from the Alteration en- 
deayoured by Men who delerye the Cha- 
racter of being given to change, and the 
Methods by which they attempt to 
bring them about. But ſuch Men no 
Governments are free from, and *tis their 
Seductions the Biſhop cautions youn 

Men againſt. As to the Bill you think 
it probable the Biſhop had his Eye up- 


on, I think it much more probable he 


never once thought of it; if he had, he 
would, I believe, have thrown in a few 
Words, to ſhew how far he was from 
any ſuch Meaning, while he was expo- 
{ing only the oppolite Extreme. 

You can't help taking notice, D. 13. 
of one Aﬀertion that has dropt from the 
Biſhop upon this Matter That wiſe 

and 
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[82] 
and good Men will rather acquieſce under 
any Form of Government, than attempt to 
change it, becauſe of the Hazard that 
attends all Changes, and of the great 
Dificulty to determine which Form is 
really beſt. This you give us as the Bi- 
ſhop's Senſe; and in oppoſition to it, tell 
us, „That our Government is infinitely 
* better than that of France ; and that 
if it ſhould ever be our Misfortune to 
© have an arbitrary Form impoſed upon 
us, you ſhould believe it worth your 
while to attempt to change it, let the 
Hazard be what it would : "go and this, 
you ſay, has always been the Sentiment 


of the wiſe and good Men in this Coun- 


try. But what is this to the Biſhop ? 
Has he faid a Word about the Perſons i in 
Power attempting to change the ancient 
Form of Government, and to impoſe a 
manifeftly worſe upon the People? No- 
thing like it: The Words quoted from 
him are quoted imperfectly, and ſet in a 
very falſe Light. They are in the Ser- 
mon, the Concluſion of a Para raph, con- 
cerning the various Forms of Government 
in the World, of which the three Princi- 
pal, and from whence all others are 
deriv'd, are Monarchy, Ari ſtocracy and 
Democracy. Much, 'tis well Known, may 
be ſaid for and againſt each of theſe : 

But then the Biſhop obſeryes, 'tis not 


ſufficient 


[2] 


ſufficient, if a People had it in their 


Choice, to conſider the ſeveral Forms of 
Government abſtractedly, but that many 
other Conſiderations muſt be taken in to 
form a right Judgment; ſuch as the 
Genius of the People, the Extent of 
their Dominions, the Situation and Diſ- 
poſitions of the Nations bordering upon 
them. For all theſe Reaſons the Biſhop 
ſeems to think a. Commonwealth-Go- 
vernment will not ſuit England, and that 
the preſent Form of Government is the 


beſt for us. But the Men given to change 
always diſlike what is preſent, and think 


ſome other Form would be much bet- 
ter than that they live under; tho' they 
are morally ſure it can't take place with- 
out throwing Things into great Confu- 
ſion. For it is not to be imagined that 
the Legiſlative Power in any Country 
will chuſe themſelves to change the 
eſtabliſned Form of Government for an- 
other very different. If it be done, it muſt 
ordinarily be done by Conſpiracies and 
Plots, by Rebellion and open Violence, 
which ſeldom fail to produce infinite Con- 
fuſion. And from hence the Biſhop infers, 
that w/e and good Men, by a very different 


Conduct from that of Men given to 


change, would rather acquieſce in any 

Form, (theſe. Words ſuppoſe it to be 

the receiv'd, ſottled, eſtabliſbed Form) than 
: B . | N 


at- 


not agreeable to plain common Senſe ? 


i64 | 
attempt a Change at ſo great a Ha- 
zard, for one that would be better. But 
what would certainly be fo, that is often 
hard to ſay. This is what the Biſhop has 
ſaid. And what is there in this, that is 


What, that every Day's Experience does 
not juſtify? Are all the various Forms 
of Government in Europe equally good? 
Certainly not. You tell us, that of 
France is infinitely worſe than ours. | 
Are there no wiſe and good Men in that | 
Kingdom? If there are, how do they | 
behave ? Do they acquieſce in that Form 
of Government, or do they not? Tis plain 

| 


they do. And why? Becaule they think 
not themſelves at liberty in point of Con- 
ſcience to do otherwiſe; they have neither 1 
Law nor Goſpel for it; tis the Form they | 
were born under; they are under the ſame 
Ties all other People are in their reſpeQive | 
Countries, to defend it; and if they 
were not, they ſee they can't attempt 
it without infinite hazard to themſelves, 
and involving their Country in Confu- 
' fions they can't ſee an end of. And 
really, Sir, I can't help thinking, if you 
-lived under that Government, as much 
as you diſlike it, you would be as tame 
as your Neighbours, and be as good a 
Frenchman as the beſt of them; I mean 
as quiet a one. For no Men in the World 


Are 


are quieter, at the ſight of Danger, than 
_ thoſe who bluſter moſt, when they know 
before-hand, they may do it ſafely. If 
the wi/e and good Men of all Countries 
were in all Countries of the Spirit you 
declare for, the World would be one yaſt 
Scene of Treaſons, Conſpiracies, and Ci- 
vil Wars. 
But to come a little nearer home: Sup- 
E pole you had lived in the Days of Queen 
Elizabeth. The Crown was then poſſeſſed 
| of many great Prerogatives it is now di- 
| veſted of, and ſo continued till King 
Charless unhappy Reign: Would you, 
had you lived in that Queen's Days, have 
attempted at any Hazard, be it what it 
f would, to diveſt the Crown of thoſe Pre- 
rogatives, and reduce it within the Bounds 
it is at preſent ? Forgive me, Sir, if I can't 
believe you would; or if you would, I 
am perſuaded few wiſe and good Men 
would have joined with you; and in that 
Caſe, your Attempt to change by deſpe- 
| rate Methods, would very probably have 
met with its Reward. _ 
| However, you go on. The falſe Senſe 
you have put on the Biſhop's Words, gives 
you occaſion to ſay, ** That it is a great 
« Difficulty and Diſcouragement to you, 
« when you attempt to defend the Cler- 
“ gy againſt their Enemies, that they ſo 
«© frequently engage on the Side of de- 
5 B 2 E ſpotick 
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* ſpotick Power.” hen you do attempt 


to defend the Clergy, IJ can eaſily believe 
you find yourſelf under great Difficulties ; 


bur it is impoſſible they can ariſe from 


the Cauſe aſſigned. Have you and your 
Friends forgot their Behaviour in King 
Fames's Reign? Tell us who of them en- 
gages on the Side of deſpotick Power now? 


Has the Biſhop done this? Have any of his 


Order now alive? Does not the Biſhop, at 


the Beginning of his Sermon, ſay; © That 


„to obey the King, and obſerve his 
Commands, in a limited and legal Go- 


% vernment, is to obſerve the Laws, and 


& pay the King the Obedience required by 
« them?” And a little after, Jo fear 


« the King is to be good Subjects to the 


«© Government we live under, and pay the 
« legal Obedience due to it.” And towards 
the End of the Sermon, P. ry. does not 
the Biſhop ſeem well pleaſed, that he 
can ſay, © *Tis not fo eaſy now for the 
« Difaffefed to play over the ſame Game 
«© with the ſame Succeſs. That the Mo- 
«© narchy now is ſo limited and bounded 
“ by Laws, that it is not in the Power, 
& no more than it is in the Will, of the 
« Prince now upon the Throne, to give 
c the ſame Provocations that were given 
then; by which the Crown, however 
« weaken'd in appearance, is in reality 


more firmly eſtabliſhed.” Is this the Lan- 


guage 


— - _ 
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guage of a Man engaging on the Side of 
| _ deſpotick Power? How can Gentlemen al- 
low themſelves in ſuch Liberties? to 
bring Charges ſo groundleſs, and conſe- 
quently ſo unjuſt ? © But this is the more 
( © unpardonable in the Biſhop, becauſe he 
&« does it unſought for, and unthank'd.” That 
is, tis unpardonable in the Biſhop to do, 
what it is certain he has not done. And 
therefore in my humble Opinion, tis un- 
pardonable in you to charge him with it. 
Since, as you ſay, neither the King, nor 
his Miniſters, deſire any body to write or 
preach for deſpotick Power, I ſhould from 
| thence conclude, as well as from the Bi- 
ſhop's known Character, that he has not 
| engaged on the Side of any ſuch Power. 
But there is no need of any ſuch Infe- 
rences; his own Words plainly ſhew the 
Charge is falſe. If the Biſhop's Words 
can agree to a deſpotick Power, then de- 
ſpotick and not-deſpotick Power are the 
{ame thing; no Words can make a Diffe- 
rence. | 
You tell the Biſhop, P. 17. That 
you muſt blame him “ for not diſtin- 

_ © guiſhing between thoſe who were con- 
« cerned in the Murder of King Charles, 
* and the utter Subverſion of the Go- 
« vernment ; and thoſe who engaged 
<« themſelves at firſt in a Reſiſtance nece/- 

<« ſary for its Preſervation.“ Now, in 


OF 
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my Opinion, tho the Biſhop differs with 


you in thinking the Reſiſtance neceſſary, 
fince a Parliament was ſitting, and the 
Grievances might have been remedied in 
a legal way; and, in fact, moſt of them 
were ſo remedied ; yet he does diſtinguiſh 
between the Men. He allows there was 
Occaſion for Jealouſies and Fears; that 
there was ſufficient Reaſon for Oppoſition 
in a Parliamentary Way to the then Mea- 
ſures. He admits that the Parliament 
would not have carried things to that 
Extremity, as to take away the King's 
Life; that it was done by thoſe who had 

the Command in their Armies; who 
were forced to ſeclude, by open Violence, 
the major Part of the Members, before 
they could compaſs their infamous De- 
ſign againſt the King's Life. So that you 
blame the Biſhop for not doing, what it 
is evident he has done: ſuch is your Can- 
dor and Reverence for his Order. But 
the Biſhop oblerves, and I think yery 


juſtly, from what then happen'd, that 


we ſhould, before we begin to give into 
Meaſures againſt the Government, conſider 


well, where tis moſt probable they will end. 


The Cale of King James the IId was ve- 
ry different from this; for beſides that he 
aſſumed a diſpenſing Power of ſetting 
the Laws aſide, which could end in no- 


thing but a total Subverſion of the Con- 


ſtitution, 


LO 
| ſtitution, and the Deſtruction of the 
5 Eftabliſh'd Church, and the Proteſtant Re- 
| ligion; there was then no Parliament in 
Being, no legal Remedy to be had: 
What, after the King had withdrawn 
himſelf, and /-f# his People in a State of 
Anarchy, could be done moſ# agreeably to 
Law, was done, Upon the Advice of the 
Peers, and the Members of the three 
laſt Parliaments, and ſome of the chief | 
Citizens, then in Town, Letters miſſive | 
were iſſued for a Convention of the States 
of the Kingdom; that 1s, of the Nobi- 
lity and Commoners choſen to repreſent 
| the People. And what the Convention 
| after mature Deliberation agreed upon, 
the Nation readily acquieſced in, as the 
only Way to reſtore the publick Tran- 
quillity, and preſerye their legal Rights 
and Liberties, that had been ſo openly 
invaded. | 
You tell the Biſhop, P. 19. That you 
maſt take the Liberty to obſerve, © that 
s you believe no body but he has had 
the Courage, in the preſent Age, to 
c infiſt upon the good Character of thoſe 
1 „Men, by whole Advice the King at- 
| e tempted thoſe illegal Ads, which were 
the great Cauſes of all the Miſchiefs 
that enſued: That, in good Policy, the 
„ Biſhop ſhould have blacken'd their 
* Reputations as much as poſſible, 3 
] ut 


A 


| 


{ 16 ] 
But this is Policy the Biſhop can't ap- 
prove : he thinks it would be very wick- 
ed to blacken ſome Men unjuſtly, to 
skreen others. But why don't you give 
us the Biſhop's Words, which are theſe : 


What was done moſt offenſive of this 


« kind, was done by the Advice of his 
« Council, with the Concurrence of all 
<« his Judges; Judges in general of good 
« Charafer, and well efteemd in their 


A 


1.66 Profeſſion.” Has no body in the pre- 
| ſent Age had the Courage to fay fo 


much? What think you of this Paſſage 
in a Sermon preached on the ſame Occa- 
ſion in 1697, before the Lords, by as 
honeſt a Man, and as good a Whig, as 
any now living ? 
In the great Point he was believed 


to depart fartheſt from the Law, it 


« may be ſaid in abatement of what he 
“ did himſelf, that he acted by the Ad- 


vice of his Council, and followed the 


“ Reſolution of all his Judges: Men not 


put into Place to ſerve a Turn, but of 


« eminent Abilities in their Profeſſion, 


and hardly, in other reſpects, blame- 


4 able for the Execution of their Truſt.“ 
Thus that worthy Prelate, Biſhop 
Moore, who did not allow himſelf to 
ſpeak at random, but weighed well both 
his Matter and his Words before he ſpoke 
in publick. And in the ſame Sermon 
you 


1 

you will find a much greater Panegyrick of 
King Charles, than in the Sermon you are 
ſo much diſpleaſed with. I will add, for 
your Information, ſome Paragraphs of it at 
_y End of this Letter, that you may ſee 
how much Juſtice you have treated the 
Biſhop; as if he had ſaid what the higheſt 
Churchman never ſaid before, at leaſt not 
in the preſent Age. To which I will add a 
Page out of Biſhop Fleezwood, and another 
from Mr. Baxter, whom you will not, I 

dare ſay, accuſe of a High-Church Spirit. 
You next beg Leave to take notice of an 


Inſinuation in Page 14 of the Sermon, where 


the Biſhop, you ſay, takes occaſion from 
many of the Nobility having join d with 
King Charles, to intimate to us, That the 
«© Body of the People are not in any Coun- 
E try — 4 Judges, whether they are op- 
<« preſs d or not.“ This, you ſay, the Bi- 
ſhop intimates, and that it is an Iuſinuation 
But is not this a Confeſſion, that the Biſhop 
has not in plain and direct Words ſaid ſo? 


But why not give us the Words themſelves, 


which need only to be ſet before the Reader 
to defend themſelves. They are theſe, p. 14. 

The Nobility and principal Gentry of 
« a Nation are certainly the fitteſt Judges 
« of its true Intereſts, and the beſt Con- 
« ſervers of its Liberties; and nothing but 
a turbulent and factious Spirit can tempt 
Men to raiſe Jealouſies and Fears againſt 
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1181 
a Government under which they are eaſy, 
or to have recourſe to Arms, when they 
don't think ſuch violent Methods neceſ- 
« ſary. The Body of the People may be 
<« ſure their Religion and Properties are both 
« ſafe, when thoſe who are Perſons of the 


Cc 
ke 


ce greateſt Honour, and have moſt to loſe, 


and are beſt able to judge of publick At- 
« fairs, are on the Prince's Side.” This the 
Biſhop has ſaid; and I can't but think there 
is Truth and Senſe in it. Not that I think 
the People of lower Rank ill Judges, when 
they are left to themſelves, and not poiſon'd 
and inflam'd by the Artifices of ſeditious 
Demagogues, and pretended Patriots. But 
in Oppoſition to what you make the Biſhop 
ſay, you talk of the Nobility and Biſhops 
in France; and think © the People would 


have a Right to contend (that is, to take 


« Arms) for their Liberties and Conſcien- 


ces, though all the great Men and reve- 
rend Prelates were on the Prince's Side.” 


Would not any one think from this Paſſage, 
that the Biſhop in his Sermon laid great Streſs 
on the Biſhops being all on the Side of the | 
King? And yet, in Fact, nothing can be 

more falſe. 'The Biſhop ſpeaks only of the 


Sy Nobility and chief Gentry ; the Bz/hops are 


never once named in the whole Sermon, not 
fo much as the Excluſion of them from the 
Houſe of Lords. 'They ſeem left out on pur- 
pole, to avoid giving a handle to thoſe who 

are 


[19] 


are always ready to take one, given or not. 
And here I can't but obſerve, how contra- 
ry the Biſhop's Moderation is to the High- 
Church Spirit you charge him with. Nei- 
ther Biſhops on one hand, nor Diſſenters on 
the other, are once named in the Sermon; 
all invidious Party-Words, with reſpect to 
them, are carefully avoided; the Church is 
never mention'd as an Epiſcopal Church, 
but as an Effabliſh'd Church, as Part of the 
Conſtitution, as well affected to the Civil 
Government, and as an Inftitution to pre- 
ſerye in the Minds of the People a Senſe of 
Duty and Religion. If this be High-Charch, 
the Biſhop has certainly that Spirit; but if 
it be not, and no Man of Senſe will ſay it 
is, ſuch a Spirit is then very unjuſtly impu- 
ted to him. But I muſt further obſerve, 
the Biſhop has no where ſaid, that thoſe 
who were Enemies to the Church were E- 


niemies to the King; that he might not give 


Offence to the Diſſenters of any ſort, who, 
he hopes, will all unite with the Church in 
Defence of the Chriſtian Religion againſt 
the common Enemy. But he has ſaid, and 
I think very truly, that the Enemies of 
Monarchy, or Kingly Government, are E- 
nemies to the Church. That thoſe who 
would ſubvert the Government, have no 
ſurer way to compaſs their wicked Ends, 
than by endeayouring to ruin the Church 
firſt: and that the greateſt Strength of the 
Government, in his Opinion, eyer did, and 
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20 
ever will, lie in the Fidelity and Affection 
of the Members of the Eftabliſh'd Church. 
Which however it may offend Republicans 
and Infidels, can Qs no juſt Offence to 
thoſe who in a few Points only diffent from 
us, and againſt whom no Part of the Ser- 
mon was levell'd; but againſt Men given to 
change, the Men of no Religion; Men, who 
are no more Diſſenters than they are Church- 
men, and who are Enemies to Kingly Go- 
vernment, not accidentally, and from any 
Oppreſſions they may happen to be under, 
but from a Republican Spirit, that is al 
ways turbulent and factious. | 

Y. 22, Tis matter of great Aﬀtoniſh- 
ment to you, to find in the Sermon this 
Aﬀertion, © That the ſame Spirit which 
« attuated thoſe Wretches who cut off King 
„Charles Head is fill alive, and even Go. 
o neral among us; nay, that it is buſily now 
at work, and carrying on the ſame execra- 
« ble Deſizn againſt His preſent Majeſty. 
«© For God's fake, my Lord, what Proof 
« have you, what Evidence of ſuch à Fact 
« as this?” with much more to the en 
purpoſe for three Pages. 

From what is here printed in Tralick, one 
would imagine theſe were the Biſhop's very 
Words; but I can't find them in the Ser- 
mon. The Biſhop does indeed ſay, That 
tho' the Men are gone who perpetrated this 
horrid Fact, he Spirit, that is, the ſame 

Antimo- 


cc 
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Antimonarchical Spirit, the fame Spirit a- 
gainſt an Eftabliſhed Church, „ill remains. 

And for the Truth of this, the Biſhop ap- 
peals “ to the looſe Books with which all 
“ Places are filled, which tend to nothing 
but to deftroy all Principles, and ſet Men 
“ free from all Government. Republi- 
<« can Principles are as induſtriouſly propa» 
« gated now, as they were then, tho' per- 
& haps more covertly, and to the fame 
« Ends: Tis to introduce a Change of 
« Government; and in order to that, to 
VM weaken it, by weakning firſt the Influ- 


« ences of Religion, and introducing Infi- 
T 


any thing be more notorious? How then 
can you ask gravely, What Proof the Biſhop 
has of what he has ſaid; not of what you 
make him ſay ? For he has not attacked 
the Reputation of a whole People; he has 


not ſaid this Spirit was general. God fore 


bid it ſhould be! But if it be not, tis not 


for want of good Will, and hearty Endea- 


vours on the Part of a Faction, who b 

their daily, and weekly, and monthly Pro- 
ductions, I might almoſt ſay hourly, ſeem 
to be ſworn Enemies both to our Civil and 
Religious Eſtabliſhments. Twou'd make 
a large Volume to give the Titles only of 
the Libels, great and ſmall, that a few 
Years laſt paſt have produced to ruin the 
Authority and Credit of the Goyernment, 

#2 


and 


delity.”. Is any thing more true? Can 
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and to deſtroy not only the Church, but 
the whole Chriſtian Religion with \ it, 
to ſay nothing of the Liberties taken in 
Converſation. I really could not think 
this Republican Spirit dared to ſhew it ſelf ſo 
openly, as [have lately found it does. As 
this Sermon has been the Subject of a good 
deal of Converſation, thoſe who frequent 
publick Places can tell you, they have to 
their great Surprize, met with many, who 
have made no Scruple to ſay, That the 
zoth of January was the happieſ# Day for 
England that ever was, that it was the moſt 
glorious for the Nation, with more ſuch E- 
pithets upon the Day, which abundantly 
ſhews what Spirit they are of, and what it 
is they would be ready to do again. And 
that you may judge whether a Republican 
Spirit dare to ſhew it ſelf in print, I will 
give you one Paſlage from a Monthly 
Pamphlet, which tell into my Hands by 
mere Chance. The Paſlage is this: 

“If his Majeſty King William had be- 
« haved as the firſt Great Brutus did at 
«© Rome, I do not doubt but that his Sta- 


tue would have been erected in every 


« trading Town of England, long before 
«© now: But ſuch a Behaviour would have 
« given ſo much Encouragement to the 
„Trade of England, that it might have 
«© proved deſtructive to the Trade of his 
« own native Country, and therefore he 

* ought 


231 

ought to be excuſed ; for we ought to 
be thankful to any Man, who does us a 
ſingular piece of Service, tho' he does 
not perhaps all that we think is in his 
„Power, or all that we think he even 
«ought to do for us.“ Vid. Political State 
of Great Britain, for Otteber 1731. P. 427. 
And inp. 364. of the ſame Pamphlet, you will 
find another choice Paſſage, which I ſhall 
not give my {elf the trouble to 3 
But to go on, 

You think fit, P. 25. to o fay, you per- 
fectly agree with the Biſhop, © in deteſting 
«© the many libellous Writings in which 
his Majeſty's Meaſures have been expo- 


„ ſed, and his or Dc defamed, without 


cc 
8 
cc 
c 
ce 


A 


either Truth or Decency.” With what 
Sincerity this ig ſaid, your ſelf know beſt; 

but I have heard ſuch Declarations made by 
Perſons who were the known Patrons of 
ſome of the worſt of theſe very Libels. But 
' whether this Declaration be ſincere or not, 
I can't but obſerye, that your Deteſtation - 
is confined to Libels againſt the King and 
his Miniſters ; none at all is expreſſed a- 
gainſt the Inſults made upon the Eccleſia- 
ſtical Part of the Conſtitution ; none againſt 
the profane 'Treatment of our Saviour and 
Reveal'd Religion; none againſt the inſo- 
lent and infamous Attempts to ruin the E- 
ſteem and Reputation of its Miniſters. But 
to let this pals; © You are far from think- 
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« ing they amount to any thing like the 
«c Spirit of Forty One, which aroſe and 
<« ſpread it ſelf from a Senſe of real, and not 
« imaginary Grievances.” 'True, the Grie- 
vances now complained of, are but ima- 
ginary ones; which makes the malignant 
Spirit now at work, ſo much the more 
inexcuſable. Nor can you come into that 
Remedy againſt this Evil, great as it is, 
.« which the Biſhop ſeems to call for, a Re- 
e ftraint upon the Liberty of the Preſs.” 
And why not? © Becauſe you are convin- 
« ced, that it is more prudent to ſuffer 
« ſome temporary Inconveniencies, than to 
« part with the moſt valuable Bleſſing a 
free People can enjoy.” But here I muſt 
beg Leave entirely to differ with you. 
What you call /ome temporary Inconve- 
niencies, I think the greateſt Evil a Go- 
vernment can labour under; tis not a 
temporary, but a perpetual Grievance; not 
to be called ſome Inconvenience, but a great, 
an unſupportable Miſchiet ; and which 
I can't but fear, if ſuffered to go on un- 
controul'd, will ſooner or later bring De- 
ſtruction upon the Government; and there- 
fore I can't ſee where the Prudence is, in 
not putting ſome Reſtraint upon it. If a 
Liberty of Printing be a Bleſſing to a Na- 
tion, 'tis only ſo, as all other Liberties are, 
while it is made a right Ule of. Liberty, 
when it exceeds its juſt and due Bounds, 
and 


[25] 
and degenerates into Licentiouſneſs, is not 
a Bleſſing, but a Curſe; and therefore 
ought to be avoided by a People that are 
deſirous of preſerving the Happineſs they 
now have, of being free. aboye all other 
Nations. If indeed this Liberty of the 
Preſs were ſo eſſential to our Happineſs, 
as ſome imagine, it could not be too ten- 
derly handled ; but how it comes to be 
thought fo eſſential, I confeſs I don't un- 
derſtand. Did the N ation whenever it was 
oppreſsd, appear inſenſible of their Qppreilic 
on, and not endeavour to procure Redrels ? 
Can't Oppreſſion be felt, becauſe it is not in 
Print? Or did the Nation, notwithſtand- 
ing the Reſtraints the Preſs was under, 
ever want printed Papers to warn them of 
the Danger they were in, when there was 
real Cauſe for it ? Look into King Charles 
the Second and his Brother's Reigns, to go 
no. faxther back; ſee how many Things 
were printed towards the Time of the Re- 
volution, and how many after it, before the 
Reftraint was taken off, I think we may 
be ſure, from the Experience of all Coun- 
tries, and all 'Times, that the Liberty con- 
tended for, is not effential to the Preſer- 
vation of the Government, and of the 
People's Rights: And fince the Revoluti- 
on, leſs neceſſary than ever. For now 
we A een of Parliament every Year, 
and 


err 
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| and thoſe long ones; whereas before the Re- 


volution, there were ſometimes none for ſeve- 


ral Years together, and when they were held, 


were often very ſhort. But this has made 
a vaſt Alteration in the Exgliſß Government, 
and is the greateſt Security that can be to 
the Liberties of the People. For tis a 
perpetual Check upon a Miniſtry ; if they 
go into wrong Meaſures, or make one falſe 


Step, they are ſure to hear of it ; nothing 


of Conſequence to the Nation can poſſibly 
paſs unoblerved in ſuch Aſſemblies ; where 
the greateſt Freedom of Speech is allowed, 
and no Gentleman, of thoſe at leaſt who 
are Members of Parliament, wants the Li- 
berty of the Preſs to ſhew himſelf a Patriot. 
So that Ican't ſee, how. an unreſtrained Li- 
berty of the Preſs is neceſſary to the Preſer- 
vation of the Conſtitution ; but I can ve 
clearly ſee, how it tends to its Subverſion ; 
and therefore muſt always be of Opinion, 
it ought to be reſtrained. If indeed perpe- 
tually to miſrepreſent all the Meaſures of 
Government, if ta deſtroy all the Eſteem 
and Reverence due to Princes, if to ſow 
groundleſs Jealouſies, and ſpread Diſaffecti- 
on. through a Nation by innumerable Ca- 
lumnies and Lies, which have not the leaſt 
degree of Truth in them; if to take the moſt 
indecent Liberties, and to pry into ey'ry thin 
that paſſes in the private Life of Princes, 
their Families, and Miniſters, with no other 


View, 


L 
View, but an Expectation to find fore- 
thing for Malice and IIl-nature to work 
upon, in things the Publick are no way 
concern'd in; if to invent and aggra⸗ 
vate, and play all the Tricks that Ma- 
lice” arid Faction; and Reſentment can 
ſuggeſt againſt thoſe who are ſet over us, be 
eſſential to a Nation's Happineſs, then the 
unreſttained Liberty of the Preſs is ſo; 
and it muſt be confeſs'd; we are in full Poſ- 
ſeſſion of all the Happineſs that can flow 
from it. But if the Happinels of a People 
depends upon the Strength and Credit, and 
Reputation of the Government, and the 
Affection and Union of the People, theri 
there is nothing I know of; ſo inconſiſtent 
with their Happineſs, as ſuch a Liberty. 
But is it not difficult to reſtrain the Preſs 
in ſuch a manner, as to enjoy the Good 
without the Evil of it? I admit it is. 
How then ſhall it be done ? That I leave 
to my Superiors. That ſomething ſhould . 
be done, I think abſolutely neceſſary; but 
I take not upon me to preſcribe the Way; 
only thus much I will lay negatively; that 
I do not mean or wiſh to return into the old 
Way of Licenſing, nor into the new Way 
Propoſed in the end of the Queen's Reign, 
of obliging Authors to put their Names: 
But can no other Way be thought on? 
If the Laws in being againſt Libels are duly 
executed;and with _ they might bez 
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tis plain, they are inſufficient: Can then no 


new Law be made to fix the Marks, where- 


by a Libel may be more certainly known, 
and thereby make the Conviction more eaſy 
than it is at preſent ?: 

I had not ſaid ſo much on this Subject, 
but that differing from you in a Point you 
think of ſo much Conſequence, I thought 
my ſelf obliged to give you the Reaſons 
for my being of a contrary Opinion. The 
Miniſters, you are perſuaded, are of the 
ſame Opinion with you, © who have 
« themſelves made uſe of it at proper 
“Times, very much to their Honour, and 
« their Country's Good.” I allow they 
have; it was to oppoſe Meaſures the moſt 
pernicious ; and they would, I am perſua- 
ded, have done ſo under all Reftraints ; for 
the Good of their Country in certain ctith- 
cal Junctures they would have broken 
through them at all Hazards, But do they 
therefore think ſuch an unbounded Liber- 
ty neceſſary for the Good of the Nation, 
and to preſerve their Liberties ? Imuſt beg 
to be excuſed, if I can't think ſo; they 
know Mankind and Human Nature too 
well, not to know, how many and great 
Miſchiefs this Liberty is unavoidably at- 
tended with. 

Your Letter throughout is full of very 
unfair Repreſentations of what the Biſhop 


has os but P. 27. you exceed your ſelf, 


when 


[ 29 ] 


when you ſay, the Biſhop tells us, that 


the Clergy are the chief Support of the 


Crown, Why don't you tell the Reader 
where the Biſhop has ſaid this, where 
he has inſinuated it, where there is the 
leaſt Intimation of this kind? I can find 
nothing like it. The Biſhop, indeed, does 
fay, P. 8. as I have before oblerved,* That 
the greateſt Strength of the Govem- 
< ment, ever did and ever will lie in the Fi- 
« gelity and Affection of the Members of the 
& eftabliſh'd Church.“ The whole Strength 
of the Government is in the Fidelity of 
the whole Body of the People, and, for the 
ſame Reaſon, its greateſt Strength is in the 
Fidelity of the greateſt part of them; and 
I preſume, you will allow, that the greateft 
part of the People are the Members of the 
eſtabliſn'd Church. But where has the 
Biſhop ſaid this of the Clergy, or indeed 
any thing elſe of them, ſeparate from the 
People? No where that I can find. We owe 
the Revolution to the Members of the 
eftabliſh'd Church, and they are the greateſt 
Supports of it; they have always been firmly 
attach'd to the Conſtitution, and I Aarter 

my ſelf always will be. „ 
But upon a Suppoſition the Biſhop fas 
ſaid of the Clergy what he has not, you 
thank God we are ſtill govern'd by Laymen. 
The Clergy, I believe, are very willing you 
ſhould. But if we look back into Hiftory, 
„„ „ 


| [ 30 I 4 

T am much miſtaken, or you will find the 
great Offices of State were diſcharged with 
as much Virtue and Integrity, with as 
much Application and Capacity; with as 
much Fidelity and Impartiality, as ſince the 
times they were in Lay-hands. And our 
Anceſtors ſeem to have been of a very diffe- 
rent Opinion from you ; fince we find the 
Prelates from the Beginning were a part of 
the great Council, and, as ſuch, ſat in it 
by a Title prior to their Baronies. But out 
of your great love to the Clergy; you ſay, 
whenever they would be MixISsTERS or 
STare, it is for the general Intereſt of Man- 
kind they ſhould be vigorouſly eppoſed. IT ſup- 
poſe, becauſe you find there neyer was among 
them Men of great Abilities, or that they 
are ſince degenerated; and that Application 
and Study, be it ever ſo riglitly directed, 
cannot make them fit for Buſineſs; or that 
they have leſs Virtue than other People, 
or that a ſtricter Virtue makes them very im- 
proper to be Miniſters. But the greateſt 
Governments in Europe are of a different 
Opinion, and ſo was formerly our own. 
But Times are chang'd ; all the World are 
Fools, all good Senſe is confin'd to this little 
Northern Spot. But this only for Argu- 
ment fake; treat the Clergy but with 
Decency as Miniſters of the Goſpel, defend 
them in their legal Rights, protect them in 
their proper Functions, they ask ne more. 


E 
If they can promote Righteouſneſs and Vir- 
tue in the World, tis a noble Work, and 
they have their End. 

As much as I have differ'd with you 
nitherto, I entirely agree with you in what 
you conclude your Letter with; though I 
cannot comprehend how you can be made 
to agree with yourſelf. That the Sermon 
© is the Reſult of cool Deliberation and 
* ſober Thought ; that the Biſhop is fincers 
= in what he ſays, and that he meant the 

„ good of Mankind, agreeably to the Duty 
of his ſacred Character. I think in this 
you do the Biſhop Juſtice, and from thence 
conclude, he neither entertained himſelf, 
NOT could intend to infuſe into others, the 
filly, crude, bigotted, laviſh, arbitrary 
* Notions which you have throughout your 
Letter charg'd him with. He is a Friend 
to Liberty, and thinks nothing can {6 
effectually preſerve it to us, as to guard 
againſt the Abuſes of it; which when carried 
to an exorbitant Height, he apprehends 
cannot fail of being attended with the moſt 
fatal Conſequences, and of ending in the 
Subverſion of a Government, the beſt 
worth preſerving, i in my Opinion, as well as 
yours, of any in the World. 'This I think 
is the Subſtance of the Sermon; in which, 
after the moſt careful Examination, I can 
find nothing untrue or unreaſonable; no- 
thing unſuitable to the Day, op to the Act 
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of Parliament, that enjoins it, or to the 


ſolemn Service compoſed for it; nothing 


unworthy of an Engliſh Biſhop, or a good 
Subject; nothing unbecoming the Religion 
we profeſs as Chriſtians, or the Liberty we 
enjoy as Britons. And he has the Satisfaction 
to find, it has not generally been ill re- 


ceived, however he may have had the Miſ- 


fortune to fall under the Diſpleaſure of 
ſome, whom it is impoſſible to pleaſe on 
theſe Occaſions, without betraying what 
he thinks his Duty. Give me leave to con- 
clade this Letter with a very juſt Remark of 
that excellent Prelate, By Fleetwood, in his 
Sermon before the Lords on the ſame Oe- 
calion, This Day, /ays he, through the 
* exceſſive Partiality of ſome on both Sides, 


Fe is become a Day of Trial to the Preachers; 


<« talk of the Daty, Honour, and Obedience 
<« of the Subject to the Prince, and you are 
“thought by ſome to preach away the 
Peoples Liberties, and make them 
Slaves. Talk of the People's Liberties, 


and you are opening preſently, a Door to 


„ Matiny, Diſloyalty, and flat Rebellion 


„with ſome others. They are both of 


« them, God be thanked, in the wrong; 


and the Truth is (like our —— Conſti- 


4 tution) betwixt them. know not 
<« where theſe things will end; but tis 


« Pn they make it ran 2 1 it need 


< be, 


| 
| 
| 


Tad 


« be, for honeſt and ſincere Men to do thede 
FF Duty on theſe Occaſions.” I am, 52 


- 1% 


Your moſt Obedient, 


C. P. 


March 1 1. 1735. 


„EXT NA 
From Biſhop Moores Sermon before the 
Houſe of Lords, Jan. 31. 1697. 
Ho ſincere the King was in his In- 
<« tentions to Rule by Law, we learn from 
« the ſolemn Proteſtation he made at a 
« time when Succeſs did moſt attend his 
cc Arms. 
Ido promiſe to Almighty God, as I hope for 
his Elie and Protection, J. hat I will to the 
utmoſt of my Power, defend and maintain the 
True Reformed Proteſtant Religion eſtabliſbd 
in the Church of England. Aud do ſolemn- 
ly aud faithfully promiſe, in the Sight of God, 
to maintain the juſt Privileges and Freedoms 
of Parliameuts, and to govern by the known 
Laws of the Land, to my utmoſt Power. 
And when I willingly fail in theſe Particu- 


lars, J will expe& na Aid or Relief from any 


Man, or Protection from Heaven. 
* Agreeable to this Principle was his Be- 


F hayiour during the Time of the War. As 
E 


ce © his 


[34] 


his Courage and Firmneſs of Mind were 


conſpicuous in the Dangers of Battel, ſo 
was his Moderation in the Uſe of Victo- 
ries : He did temper his Succeſs, and the 
Advantages of his Sword, with Mercy; 


and ever manifeſted a Read to — 
give Injuries, and to heal the Wounds 
and Breaches of his languiſhing King- 


dom. 
„ But how much his Enemies ſunk be- 


low their firſt golden Pretences of reform- 


ing our Religion, and removing the 
Grievances of the People, we may in- 


ſtruct ourſelves both from their own 


Writers, and the ſad and diſmal Confu- 
ſion of Church and State which follow'd, 
In their Petitions, with the things 


plauſible, that the King was always wil- 
ling to grant, they mingled ftill ſome- 


thing, unto which in Honour and Con- 
ſcience he could not yield. And as their 
Sword got ground, ſo did their Modeſty 
and Senſe of Duty decreaſe, and the Ex- 


travagancy and Unreaſonableneſs of their 


Demands enlarge itſelf, till at length no- 
thing leſs would ſatisfy, than the Con- 


ceſſion of ſuch Powers to themſelves, as 
' would ſubvert the Conſtitution of the 


Realm. And by theſe unchriſtian Ways, 
they endeayourcd to render all the well- 
intended Proceedings of that Excellent 


+ Prince harſh and odious unto the People, 
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and at laſt brought him to the fatal 
Block. | 
«© A Prince of incomparable Virpes, 
ſcarce equalled by any who have ſat, on 
Thrones, or out-done by thoſe who have 


made Religion the Profeſſion and Buſi- 
_ neſs of their Lives; ſuch Piety, Tempe- 


rance, Chaſtity, Innocence, Chearful- 
neſs and Wiſdom, eminently appeared 


in his whole Converſation, that he made 


himſelf an illuſtrious Example of God- 
lineſs and Virtue to all his Subjects. So 
devout and hearty a Worſhipper of God, 
that neither his Buſinefs nor his Plea- 


ſures put by his Hours of Prayer and 


Attendance on Divine Service. 


„ But he never ſhewed himſelf more 


Great and Glorious than in his Sufferings, 
nor gave greater Demonſtrations of his 


Goodneſs, Fortitude, Prudence, and 
Conſtancy, than when his Friends and 
Servants were removed, who might ad- 


viſe, aid, and comfort him. Under this 
laſt illegal and inhuman Treatment, to 


the Hour of Death, he did not any 
thing misbecoming the Majeſty of a 
Great King, or unſuitable to the Piety, 


Meekneſs, and. inne of a goon. 


hien.“ 
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From Biſhop Fleetwood's Sermon before 
the Houſe of Lords, Jan. 30. 1709-10, 
Whoſo ſhould then have ſaid —— ** You 
© are now angry with ſome needleſs Cere- 
* monies, Which yet are fewer, and more 


LI. 


decent, than ever were in ule in any 
* Chriſtian Church, protected by the State, 
for 1300 Years, and without which no 
« Chriſtian Church did ever yet ſerve God, 

in Pablick, that we know of: Angry to 

«© have a Form of Publick Prayers preſerib'd, 

proper and ſuited to the Wants of all 
Chriſtians, tho' you may uſe what Li- 
berty you will, in your retir'd and Fa- 
« mily-Devotions, betwixt God and you: 
« And to-get rid of theſe fo eaſy Impoſi- 
«« ſitions, you will pull down all the Fen- 
ces that ſecure the Chriſtian Fuirb and 
«© Diſcipline, and let in Wolves and Foxes, 
that will prey upon the Chriſtian Flock, 

& and bring in Hereſies, and all licentious 
Errors, and drive away the Shepherd that 
e ſhould feed them and ſecure them; ex- 


tirpate an Order that is as old as Chriſti- 


„ anity within this Kingdom, and put a 
* thouſand and a thouſand Families to itek 
«© their Bread in deſolate Places. You are 
no jealous and tenacious of your Liber- 
fies; but, by the Courſes you are ta- 
king to ſecure them and enlarge them, 
you, in time, will come to take them 
away from every onebeſides, and loſe 

* them 


ba 
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them your ſelyes at laſt : You will raiſe 
Armies, and become their Subjects; 
make to your ſelves Captains of Thou- 
fands and Ten thouſands, and ſubmit 
«« your Necks to their imperious Orders; 
involve your Country in Deſolation, and 
„ much Blood; trample down ancient 
%% Honour and Nobility ; diſperſe your Prin- 
<* ces into Foreign Countries, where they 
ſhall rake up Manners that you hate, 
% Maxims deſtructive of your Liberty, and 
a Religion you abhor: Vanquiſh your 
King; deprive him of his Friends and 
Servants ; diſtreſs him to Diſtraction; 
force him to fly into the very Arms of 
% Miſchief ; from whence you will redeem 
4+ him, like a Slave, to caſt him into Fet- 
& ters of your own ; deſpoil him of his 
« Regal Honours ; ſtraitly impriſon him; 
and put him to the Sword at laſt, (Hor- 
ror to think upon !) with all the Cir- 
cumſtances of Scorn and Ignominy poſ- 
ſible. Theſe are the things that you will 
do to ſecure your Chriſtian and Civil Li- 
«46. herties,”-- Whoſo ſhould thus have pro- 
pheſied, ſhould certainly have the Text 


returned upon him —— What, is thy Ser- 
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* 
* 


vant a Dog, that be ſhould do theſe great 
things? Yet thele great things were done ; 
and in a manner worſe than I expreſs 
them. 


Mr, 
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Mr. Baxter, in his Defence of the Prin- 


ciples of Love, p. 14. ſpeaking of the Times 
of the Civil War, thus exprellc: s himſelf: 


J beſeech. you let us review the Effects 


of the late War. Is it poſſible for any 


ſober Chriſtian in the World to take 
them to be blameleſs, or to be little Sins? 
What, both the violating the Perſon and 
the Life of the King, and the Change 
of the Fundamental Government, ' or 
Conſtitution, &c.? Was all this lawful: : 


.and to do all this as for God, with dread- | 


ful Appeals to him? Dare any Man; 
not blinded or hardned, juſtify all this? 
If none of all this was Rebellion, or 
Treaſon, or Murther, is there any ſuch 


Crime, think you, poſſible, to be com- 


mitted 2 With more to the fame . 
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